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Dale Farm 
cabin 
removal 
is halted 
...for now 

THE removal of a travellers’ 
community centre has been 
halted by a court ruling. 

Bailiffs were due to go to 
the Dale Farm campsite 
today to dismantle and 
remove the log cabin, which 
was put up without planning 
permission. 

The move was halted after 
a High Court judge granted 
an injunction against 
Basildon Council late on 
Friday evening. 

Now a judicial review hear- 
ing will decide the issue, 
probably later this week. 

Tony Ball, deputy council 
leader said: “Yet again our 
hands are tied by the court, 
which has circumvented our 
decision. We will take action 
when legally able to.” 

The council had given the 
travellers until midnight last 
night to remove the building, 
or face its forcible removal. 

Travellers said they still 
remain on standby at the site 
today in case the bailiffs 
failed to heed the ruling. 

The community centre was 
paid for by an Essex County 
Council grant, but Basildon 
Council says it should not 
have been built without plan- 
ning permission. 

Among those backing the 
travellers is Professor 
Stephen HeppeLl, of Anglia 
Ruskin University who wants 
to develop a learning project 
for residents, using the cen- 
tre. 

He explained: “It offers an 
opportunity to build evi- 
dence of the effectiveness of 
a community quite literally 
picking itself up by its boot- 
straps and leaping forward in 
terms of literacy and numer- 


